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Each day at the ParkWest pool in Mount
Pleasant, Erin Patterson swims lap after
lap with one goal in mind: competing at
the Special Olympics USA Games in June.
Withhermomat the endof the pool coach-
ing her through drills, Patterson improves
her backstroke and freestyle in preparation
for the national competition.
“I’ve been wanting this for a really long
time,” saidPatterson. “I’vewatched theSpe-
cialOlympicsand the regularOlympicsand
I told myself one day I’m gonna be there.”

For the first time since the pandemic, the
USA Games invites Special Olympics ath-
letes from across the country to compete in
Orlando. SpecialOlympicsprovidesoppor-
tunities forpeoplewith intellectualdisabili-
ties to play their sport at a high level along-
side supportive coaches and teammates.
Many of the Special Olympics athletes in
MountPleasantparticipate in therecreation
department’s therapeutic recreation pro-
grams that are specialized for people with
intellectual disabilities.At theUSAGames,
there will be over a dozen athletes from
Mount Pleasant representing South Caro-
lina on a national stage. For many athletes,

this is their first opportunity to compete in
the USAGames, including Patterson.
“I’m so proud of her,” said Patterson’s
mom, Sandi Patterson. “Just how she’s just
grabbed it and run forward with it … She
said this was her dream and she’s gonna
work hard for it.”
Erin Patterson didn’t find out about her
spot in the USA Games until later than
most athletes because she took the place of
a swimmer who was unable to go due to a
medical concern. To fill the spot, represen-
tatives from Special Olympics looked for a

‘Going for gold’ at special Olympics
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Erin Patterson practices backstroke, which is one of the events she will be swimming at the Special Olympics USA Games in June.
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Mount Pleasant’s first at-
tainable housing complex,
Gregorie Ferry Towns, ush-
ered in its second phase of
construction with a ribbon-
cutting ceremonyonMay 17.
The ceremony included re-
marks fromMount Pleasant
Mayor Will Haynie, retired
towncouncilmemberThom-
asena Stokes-Marshall and a

dedicationof amagnolia tree
to Kelly Price, a boardmem-
berofHousing forAllMount
Pleasant who passed away in
2020.
Gregorie Ferry Towns at
1240WinnowingWay is a re-
sponse to the rising housing
costs in Mount Pleasant that
prevent a majority of the lo-
cal workforce from living in
the town. Seventy percent of
Mount Pleasant’s workforce
lives outside of town limits,
according to the nonprofit
Housing forAllMountPleas-
ant.
“(We) want to be a com-
munity where our first re-
sponders who are putting
their life on the line every
day for us can afford to live

here and raise their children
in the various schools and
playgrounds that they are
protecting. I think that’s a
worthy goal for the town of
Mount Pleasant,” Haynie
said.
Kendall Grumbles is one
of the first homeowners in
Gregorie Ferry Towns. A
year and a half ago she was
living in a one bedroom,
800-square-foot apartment
and paying $1,200 a month
in rent. Now, she has a home
office andanextrabedroom,
all for the same cost of her
previous rent.
“It was important to me to
have a space that represents

attainableworkforce housing adds 18 townhomes
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Thomasena Stokes-Marshall presents plaques to Tammy Wilson and Tony Berry for
spearheading the Gregorie Ferry Towns project.

BYKENNACOE
editor@moultrienews.com

Asyouopenupacrispcopyofthe
MoultrieNewsthisweek,youmight
noticeaslightdifference.Didtheex-
trawhitespaceinthemarginscatch
youreyeorwereyoutooenthralled
with this week’s community news
that you didn’t even notice? For
transparency’s sake, the Moultrie
News wants to let you know about
an upcoming paper size change.
Evening Post Publishing, Inc.,
the parent company that over-
sees The Post and Courier, sever-
al weekly papers in the state and
other publications, purchased a
new printing press from Sweden.
The printing press took a voyage
across the Atlantic Ocean and is
being reassembled at its new loca-
tion in North Charleston.
While the printing press isn’t
ready to operate yet, all of the
newspapers are preparing for the
change. The new press will print
onnarrowerpaper.Thewidthofthe
page will go from 10.625 inches to
10 inches.Thefontsizewill stay the
same, sodon’tworry about finding
yourextrastrengthreadingglasses.
The 10-inchpage results in about a
paragraphlessofcopyoneachpage.
For the next several months,
the Moultrie News will continue
printingon thecurrentpaper size,
but we adjusted our design to re-
flect the 10 inch-paper so that all
of thedetails are inplace forwhen
the new press starts rolling this
fall. That is why you’ll see some
extra white space in the margin.
The Moultrie News will always
keep readers updated on changes
thataffectthenewspapertheyopen
up each week. As always, reach
out to Editor Kenna Coe at edi-
tor@moultrienews.com with any
questions.

Why is there
extrawhite
space?
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For the first time inMount
Pleasant, a Juneteenthparade
and festival will commemo-
rate the freedomofBlackpeo-
ple from slavery. Organizers
of thecommunity-wideevent

are looking for groups topar-
ticipate in the parade.
“My vision for the June-
teenth parade is to celebrate
a day that was given to us

nationally because of the
freedom of my people out of
slavery,” said Barbara Jack-
son, who is a member of the
Seven Mile Community Ac-

tion Group for Encourage-
ment (CAGE) that is organiz-
ing the event.
In 2021, President Joe
Biden signed the Juneteenth
National Independence Day
Act into law making June 19
a federal holiday. Juneteenth
specifically observes the day

enslaved people in Galves-
ton, Texas heard about their
freedom two years after the
EmancipationProclamation.
Thenational holiday is for all
Americans, said Biden when
he established the national
holiday last year, and it seeks
to celebrate Black culture,

while acknowledging the
hardships and racism faced
from the international slave
trade to today.
“To actually celebrate this
thing for the first time, I feel
so excited about it. I want the

First Juneteenthparade seeks participants
June 19 is a federal holiday that
celebrates freedom from slavery
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who I am and have space
to do that instead of just an
800-square-foot apartment,”
she said. “If I was staying at
my apartment, my mortgage
andmy rentwouldhave been
the same $1,200 a month.”
Grumbles is eager to have

the chance tomake her space
her own.A space that doesn’t
feel cramped and crowded.
A space that she is happy to
come home to.
“Havingeverythingthat I’ve

lovedinmylife, like furniture,
all my art that I’ve collected
over the past 10 years think-
ing ‘I’m going to have a house
one day’ and then shoved it
into a one-bedroom apart-
ment,”Grumbles said. “I’mso
excited to have it bemy space,
somewhere that’s like home.”
The goal of the complex is

to reduce traffic, commute
times and travel expenses by
providing housing for the lo-
cal workforce.
The housing complex is a

joint effort betweenHousing
for All Mount Pleasant and
Prosperity Builders, LLC.
The homes are intended for

teachers, nurses, retail work-
ers, emergency responders
and other members of the
local workforce who cannot
afford to live inMountPleas-
ant.
“These homes are $265,000

to $295,000, making them af-
fordable to teachers, to nurses,
to physical therapists, to land-
scapers. Imean, itmakes it af-
fordabletopeoplethatnormal-
ly can’t afford to be inMount
Pleasant at all,” said Housing
forAllMountPleasantExecu-
tiveDirectorDenise Fugo.
“Thepowerof thisproject is

what we can all do when we
share a mission and a pas-
sion for others,” said Tammy
Stevens Wilson, partner for
ProsperityBuilders, LLC, the
developer of Gregorie Ferry
Towns.
Construction on the proj-

ect began last year. All 18
homes completed in the
first phase have been sold.
The second phase brings
another 18 homes to the
complex and is on track to
be completed in the next
90 days. There are still six
homes that have not been
purchased.

Townhomes
enter phase two
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The second floor of a Gregorie Ferry townhome fea-
tures a kitchen and living room.

The South Carolina Eco-
nomic Developers’ Asso-
ciation (SCEDA) awarded
outgoing President and
CEO of the South Carolina
Ports Authority, Jim New-
some, its Distinguished Ser-
vice Award during the 2022
SCEDA Annual Conference
held May 4-6 at the Sonesta
Resort in Hilton Head.
The SCEDADistinguished

Service Award recognizes
exemplary efforts in the
fields of professional, eco-
nomic and community de-
velopment in South Caro-
lina. Newsome was honored
in recognition of his presti-
gious career in themaritime
industry.
Newsome started his ca-

reerwith the SouthCarolina
Ports Authority in 2009 as
the fifth leader in the history
of the organization.
Deepal Eliatamby, PE,

SCCED, president of Alli-

ance Consulting Engineers,
Inc. says henominatedNew-
some for the awarddue to the
significant shift in the trajec-
toryof success he’switnessed
at the SC Ports Authority
underNewsome’s leadership.
“During his time at the

Port, Jim has recruited and
groomed individuals who
will help carry the legacy he
started–a true trait of a great
leader,” Eliatamby said.
“I always say that culture is

a journey, not a destination.
It is an honor to be a part of
anorganization that feels the
same,” Newsome said. “It is
important that we never rest
on our laurels and continue
to push forward anddogood
work.”
During his tenure, New-

some significantly enhanced
port operations, grew the
port’s cargo base with stra-
tegic investments, doubled
cargo volumes and success-

fully undertook vital infra-
structure projects, includ-
ing the deepening of the

CharlestonHarbor to 52 feet,
which once complete,will be
the deepest port on the East

Coast capable of harboring
some of the world’s largest
ships.

Jim Newsome receives SCEDA
Distinguished Service Award

PROVIDED

JimNewsome

Nearly$15,000hasbeendo-
nated to three Mount Pleas-
ant charities by the Peyton
JohnsonMoore Fund.
ThePeyton JohnsonMoore

Fund raises funds to contin-
ue Peyton’s love for running
andhis community.The sev-
enth annual “Peyton’s Wild
and Wacky Ultra,” held on
March 12, raised a total of
$20,000.
Fifteen-thousand dollars

of that was donated to the

Mount Pleasant Track Club,
Whitesides Elementary
School physical education
programs and Mount Pleas-
ant Academy.
About $10,000 went to the

Mount Pleasant Track Club,
$1,500 to Whitesides Ele-
mentary School and $2,500
is going to Mount Pleasant
Academy during their fifth
grade graduation on June 1.
The remaining funds

raised were used to donate

$1,000 to North Charleston
High School and $5,000
to the Marines Semper Fi
Fund. This brings the total
donations made by the Pey-
ton Johnson Moore Fund to
over $100,000.
The race is in memory of

the life of Peyton Johnson
Moore who passed away on
June 4, 2013. Peyton died at
the age of nine, but made a
lasting impression on the
Charleston running com-
munity, his school and the

United States Marines who
he loved so much. This year,
Whitesides Elementary
School was included at the
request of Peyton’s young-
er brother, Miles Johnson
Moore, who will complete
kindergarten there at the end
of this school year.
Nextyear’s race is scheduled

forMarch 11, 2023. Registra-
tion opens on Sept. 10, 2022,
Peyton’s Birthday. For more
information, visit www.Pey-
tonsRace.com.

Peyton JohnsonMoore Fund donates to charities

PROVIDED

Peyton JohnsonMoore
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